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Using Stream Leaf Packs to Explore Community Assembly
LEAF PACK PREPARATION AND INSTALLATION WORKSHEET

LEAF PACK PREPARATION

1. Decide how many leaf packs of each type you will need to make in order to carry out your experiment.  Explain your decision.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
2.  Decide what abiotic data you will need to collect in order to carry out or interpret your experiment.  Gather the equipment you will need.  Explain your decisions about what abiotic data you will collect.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
3.  Make your leaf packs. 

a. Think about how you will label the bags so that you don’t lose them or confuse them.  Explain how you labeled your bags and why?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
b. Think about how you will put the same amount of leaf material in your bags (i.e. are you going to measure by weight, by dry weight, by volume?). Explain how you standardized the amount of leaf material in your leaf packs.  Why is it important to standardize the amount of leaf material in the bags?  Did you run into any problems doing this?  What were the problems?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
LEAF PACK INSTALLATION

1. On the data sheet at the end of this lab, describe the location of where you put each treatment.  In the space below explain why you chose each of those locations?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
2. Describe how you affixed the bags in the stream.  Explain why you chose this method.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
3. Make some notes about what abiotic data you will collect when we come out the second time and what you need to put in your field bag so you are prepared to collect that data.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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